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Isabela is a 12 year old 7th grader who’s Brazilian, and speaks Portuguese as her first 

language. She is somewhat new to the United States because she has only been here for the past 

year and a half with her mother and older sister. Isabela’s mother speaks a limited amount of 

English, but has an English- speaker that is willing to serve as her interpreter when needed. This 

is beneficial to us as teachers to communicate with her mother if need be. Her mother is also 

hoping to take classes at a local community college where she can also learn English when she 

has time. This is an important thing for us to know because it sounds like the mother will be a 

positive supporter for Isabela to learn English. Isabela’s sister is also enrolled in ESL classes at 

high school which means the whole family is entering a new chapter of learning English. Isabela 

has attended school in her home country, Brazil, and we have records of her schooling. We also 

know that she has not studied English prior to coming to the United States. When we tested 

Isabela, her strongest scores were found in listening and speaking which is impressive. She is 

very social and interacts with other students regularly. She goes out of her way, to initiate 

conversations which shows us her excitement to learn. Her reading and writing scores are low, 

and are both on the same level of understanding. Judging by her lower scores, we would consider 

Isabela to be a beginning level ELL student.  

In the beginner stage, some ELL students might be in the silent period, but after looking 

at what we know about Isabela. She is eager to talk with other students. She is probably using 

basic interpersonal communication skills (BICS), such as playground language or simple 

sentences. She may also use some of her first language when she needs to. As a student she can 



probably retell, restate, and repeat words or sentences through one step directions. Her reading 

and writing skills are lower than her listening and speaking so she might have problems writing 

answers to explicit questions or the who, what, when, where, and how questions. As the teacher, 

we can slow down our speech, and include some non-verbal language or responses to help 

develop Isabela’s writing skills. If we act out what we are doing we can encourage her and other 

students to write down what the teacher is acting out in a sentence. Since Isabela is regularly 

speaking to other students, giving her a buddy who is stronger in reading and writing could help 

her build her writing and reading skills. For reading groups, we could pair her with a student who 

is a little bit ahead of her own reading level to push her knowledge just a little bit farther. We 

could also test her writing skills by having her read her sentences out loud. Since her speaking 

skills are better than her writing, maybe she will be able to hear her own mistakes in her writing 

and fix them by speaking in English out loud and then writing down what she says.  

According to the WIDA: Can Dos for Isabella’s level of a beginning ELL student, we can 

improve her reading by giving her access to her own bilingual dictionary, using her first 

language to support her second language, use pre-taught vocabulary, follow text read aloud tapes 

with the teacher or paired readings, and use sequential illustrated texts. By giving her access to 

the dictionary, Isabela can look up words she wants to use in English in her first language. This 

is a way that she can use her first language to improve her second language. Using pre-taught 

vocabulary helps the student follow along with new texts that they aren’t familiar with. If they 

have some knowledge of the vocabulary they will be able to understand more. Also, using visual 

texts, and paired readings will also benefit a beginning ELL reader. For writing, we can complete 

pattern sentences, extend the use of “sentence starters”, connect simple sentences, and complete 



graphic organizers with personal information. These are things we want to focus on when 

improving Isabela’s lower reading and writing scores along with building her stronger listening 

and speaking skills.  

 

 

 

 


