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Distractions
Using Technology in the Classroom:

● Students could become easily distracted by the use of technology 
- this can be fixed through AUPs that limit use other than what 
is needed for the classroom.

● Content can be found easily through technology - sometimes 
halting the student’s need to think through a response or 
question. 

● Content curation is how people create and manage 
social media, which can be a major distraction 
within a classroom (ie. Twitter, Facebook).

● Can using technology in the classroom create even 
more of an “addition” to technology that the 
growing generation has been known to have? How can 
teachers avoid the distractions that come along 
with technology?



Limited Access To Technology

During our discussion one of the main questions we came across was based on 
what to do when students don’t have access to the internet at home or outside 
of school. In today’s generation, I think we make assumptions that everyone 
has access to the internet. In some cases, a student’s family might not have 
the money to afford a family computer, and even if they have one computer 
another family member might need it for work purposes. 

What can we do?

We can encourage these students to use resources that the school provides like 
computers in the library. We can also encourage more in school based 
technology so those students who have limited access can still feel included.

The dreaded pop up window! 



Face To Face  vs.  Social media
- Social media is a very effective tool 

but when used in  the right way.
- It is nice to be able to connect with 

people or family  who live in other 
countries via social media, but we 
shouldn’t allow it to keep us from 
meeting face to face with people and 
family who live close by. 

- Online interaction cannot take the place 
of face to face interactions. Face to 
face interactions is one of the bases of 
life. 

- Face to face interactions makes better 
communications giving better results.

What Can we do?
Always keep both types of 
interactions going within a 
class. This helps develop skills, 
make people more comfortable 
expressing thoughts whether it is 
by speaking it face to face or 
sending it through social media. 
This increases empathy for people 
near and far. 



Benefits of Incorporating 
Technology in the 
Classroom

- Helps students practice typing and writing skills
- A helpful tool in assignments to have students reflect on 

information
- Helps students express themselves; some shy students 

may not feel comfortable in the classroom environment 
to speak their voice.

- Keeps the learning going on outside of the classroom
- Focus does not need to be on writing; students can get 

creative and incorporate videos and images about 
content.



Ways Educators Can expand their knowledge about 
technology

● Jump right in: Join Twitter, Facebook, Kidblog, Prezi, 
etc and explore their functions and start considering 
ways it may be used to enhance learning. 

● Collaborate and ask seasoned i-Educators: Ask colleagues 
and fellow educators in your school/district how they are 
incorporating technology within their disciplines. In 
addition, there are many online communities, such as 
Connected Educators, that are dedicated to helping 
educators utilize tech in the classroom. There are 
statewide and national educational conferences, such as 
iNACOL Blended & Online Learning Symposium.

● Let your students be the teacher: Have workshop days (or 
times) allotted for students and teachers to help one 
another maneuver through the sometimes discombobulating 
electronic-verse. Don’t be afraid to ask your students to 
teach you.


